
1 Old MacDonald Had a Farm
TRADITIONAL · PUBLIC DOMAIN

C major 4/4 Steady and bouncy

The whole song uses five notes: C D E, then a gap, then G A. Rest your right hand on those five keys before you play

anything — feel the gap between fingers 3 and 4. The left hand holds one long note a bar — two keys together only in

the very last bar — so it has nothing to do but listen.
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Playing it

Small hands: hop instead of stretch. Play C D E with fingers 1-2-3, then hop the whole hand up so the thumb is on

G and play G and A with fingers 1 and 2. Hop back down for the E's. This is the easier way, and nothing is lost by using

it — page 2 shows both hands side by side.

Bigger hands: hold the shape. Fingers 1-2-3 on C D E, skip over F, then fingers 4 and 5 on G and A — the numbers

printed on this page. Press all five down together once, silently, so the shape is in the hand before the tune starts. If

reaching from C to A hurts, use the hop above.

The moo-moo bars are all one note, G. They are a rhythm exercise in disguise: say the words out loud while you play

them.
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